After Bryant was   suspended   and  before he  talked  to Canady,  he  and
Nichols  conferred  briefly In the  bathhouse about  their next   step.     It
was agreed  that Danny would  carry h-ls grievance  to  the second  stage and
that  Nichols  would  contact  the District  28 representative about when  to
schedule  the  second  stage meeting.     Over  the weekend  or on Monday,   James
Nichols  contacted the District   28 representative,  Ken Holbrook,  and the
latter   talked  to Don Kennedy,   the  company representative.     They arranged
to hold   the  second   stage meeting   on Tuesday,   March 11,   1980 at   2:30 p.m.,
at  the  mine   site.     Bryant never  denied  that  he  knew about  this arrangement.

Management  was  encouraged   to  think the miners might  not  support  Bryant
when   the  third  or hoot-owl   shift   reported   for work without  incident  on
Sunday night.     The   situation was   tense,   however,   and the  tension  rose
further  when  the day shift  also   reported  for work at  7:30 a.m.,-Monday
morning,   March 10,   1980.

This was   the morning Bryant  had  his G.I.   Series  with Dr.   Straughan
at  the  Norton Community Hospital.     By this  time,   Danny was convinced,   as
he  said   he was  from the beginning,   that management was out  to  "punish"
him and   that  he would  not  prevail   in his  appeal   of the  suspension under
the  arbitration procedure.   52/     When he  returned  home  from the  hospital,

52/     Indicative of Bryant's mood  was  the  fact  that  he   filedp his discrimi-
nation  complaint  with MSHA on Friday,   March 14,   1980,  three' days before
the  second  stage meeting.     The  thrust   of Bryant's  initial  complaint  was
that   the  assignment   to  set  jacks   was  in retaliation  for his  refusal  to
operate   the Julie car without  a jack,   jackbar  and fire extinguisher in
June  1979.     He  was convinced  in  his  own mind  that management  picked him
to do  a  dirty job when  it  could   just   as well  have assigned  it  to  someone
else,   such as  the roof bolter Charlie  Webb,   because White wanted  to
'.'harrass" and  "punish"  him.    White may well  have wanted to make an example
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 a miner is presumed guilty until
